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Annual Report: Academic Year 2023-24
The Career Counselling Department at Indus International School Pune provides guidance and support to students in 
making informed decisions about their future career paths. The department aims to help students develop the skills and 
knowledge necessary to achieve their career goals and succeed in a constantly evolving global job market.

The Career Counselling team is aligned with the mission and vision of the School to create life entrepreneurs through 
holistic education and lifelong learning.

Career choice is an important decision in our lives. It requires a lot of deliberation, discussion, and more importantly 
introspection. With a large number of career options available to students, it becomes extremely important to understand 
their needs, aspirations, identify their strength and weaknesses before making a career decision. The Career Counselling 
ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ LƴŘǳǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ tǳƴŜΣ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƛƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
aptitude. We educate students and parents on higher education systems in India and abroad. The Department 
emphasizes the selection of the initial programmeand field of interest. Once the field selection is done, we start working 
on building the candidature profile according to international standards. We focus on the following factors which give us 
an edge in getting top-ranked university admits with scholarships:

ÅMYP & IB Grades

ÅSAT/ACT & TOEFL/IELTS scores

ÅRecommendation letters

ÅPersonal statements, essays

4

Å Co-curricular &extracurricular activities
Å Social Activities- Connecting to the society
Å Experiential learning and self-development
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Our Goals

ω aŀƪŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀ Ƙŀōƛǘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ

ω wŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ

ω DƛǾŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ

ω tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜ

ω IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ

ω !ŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŘƳƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΣ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘǳǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
and social engrossment

In our pursuit to create a strong Career Guidance Ecosystem, the team conducts personalized 
workshops for Grade 8, 9,10, 11 and 12 students and parents.



INDIVIDUAL & GROUP COUNSELLING WITH STUDENTS & PARENTS:

The Career Counselling team has been meeting with students, 

parents and families to plan the way forward to college since Career 

choice is an important decision which requires a lot of deliberation 

and discussion.With a more dynamic educational environment, the 

role of parents in education and career selection has become of  

utmost importance.

We help our students and parents by providing them the required 

guidance, moral support and a secure environment so that one can 

take an informed decision about career and education.

Our sessions help the students understand their core interest areas, 

aptitudes, and personalities; that would empower them to 

distinguish between their strengths and weaknesses.

The career counselling team at IISP has a holistic approach and hence we support our student well-being along with 
career guidance.
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Counselor Support for Students and Families

The career counselling team has maintained one-on-one support for the students and their families with 
respect to University/College applications. The counselors and students are working closely to meet the 
respective deadlines for various countries. The Counselors have conducted sessions for Grades 9, 10 and 11 
and shared vital information for building their profile.
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CLASSROOM SESSIONS WITH DP STUDENTS:

Regular classroom sessions have been conducted for DP1 

and DP2 students. They have been guided on the 

following aspects:

Å SAT/ACT & TOEFL/IELTS scores
Å Recommendation letters
Å Personal statements, essays
Å Co-curricular & Extracurricular activities
Å Social Activities- Connecting to the society
Å Experiential learning and self-development
Å Importance of good academic achievement in DP1

The classroom interactions help us to build a bond with 

the students that enables trust which is much needed 

requisite in career counselling.
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TheCareerCounsellingTeamworked with studentsfor their Oxford,
CambridgeandMedicineapplicationsto UKin the month of October.
Students appeared for the various Oxbridge tests that were
conductedsmoothlywithin the department. Soonfollowed the Early
Applicationand EarlyDecisionkeepingthe counselorsand students
occupiedwith their application process. An exclusivesessionwas
conductedfor studentsapplyingearly, to help them build a strong
application.

TheCounsellingteam is constantlyguidingstudentsto preparethem
well for their regularcollegeapplications. Theteam met with expert
membersfrom CIALFOwho educatedthem on the latest featuresand
resourcesthat canhelp servestudentsbetter. Our counselorsact as
advisors,coaches,confidantsand instructors to provide customized
help to eachstudentto meet their needsandgoals.

The goal of our CareerCounselingTeamis to not only help students
make the decisionsthey need to make now, but to give them the
knowledge and skills they will need to make future career and life
decisions.
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PRE-IB CLASSES:

The placements team was involved with the Pre-IBDP programme, 

delivered to some of the new incoming students joining this 

Academic Year 2022.  We have had a chance to know and dialogue 

with a large group of students and give them some important steps 

for their college application process.

Following topics were covered during the sessions with the 

students:

Å Importance of timelines

Å Roadmap to College

Å Researching university choices

Å Refining their career interests through research and networking

Å University essay writing and statement of purpose

Å Building of resumes

Å Introduction to university visits and how to learn from them

Å Preparing in time for SAT or ACT exams if wanting to keep the 

US university option open

Å Necessity of taking the IELTS or the TOFEL if planning to study 

abroad
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Grade 9 and 10 Classroom sessions
Studentsof Grade9 and 10 were assigneda
dedicated counselor. Students of both the
gradeswere addressedby the Careersteam
respectively.



It has rightly been said that the guidance of 
parents and career counselors, can perfectly 
support a child in the most crucial life-
changing years of school. It is then 
imperative that these two pillars meet and 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǊŘǎΦ

In pursuit of the same, a Career Counselling 
Workshop was organized for the students of 
Grades 8 and 9, students & parents to assist 
them to make the right and informed career 
choice and taking steps in the right direction. 
The workshop was organized on a Saturday 
and in a hybrid model to benefit the 
maximum number of families.

The workshop was an interactive one and 
concluded with a question-and-answer 
session.

College Counselling Workshop for Grades 8 and 9 Students & Parents
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College Counselling Workshop for Grade 10 Students and Parents

Journeyingthrough the College Counselling
maze with the pressureof the Board exams
looming in the near future can be quite
overwhelmingnot only for studentsbut also
for parents. The College Counselling
Departmentorganizeda workshopfor Grade
10 parentsto establisha connectand explain
how the Department,parent and student can
work in sync to make this journey enjoyable
andstress-free.
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Parents were engagedin an activity, where
they were askedto select1 of 2 options for 5
different situationsthat they closelyidentified
with. Theywere taken through a presentation
which explained how the College
Counsellingprocessworkswhich culminatedi
n a Questionand
Answersession.

Theworkshopwaspresentedin a hybrid
model with parents attending in person
aswell asonline. TheGrade10 studentsj
oined us for the workshopso all 3 stakeh
olderswould be on the samepage.
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Workshop on Letters of Recommendation for Staff

What role do letters of recommendation play during the 
college admissions process?

Grades and test scores are important factors when 
ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
whole story. When admissions officers evaluate applicants, 
they review various factors andLettersof 
recommendationare particularly valuable to admissions 
officers because the experiences that high school 
counselors and teachers describe can help them paint a 
better overall picture of who the student is and the impact, 
he/she will have on campus.

Hence theCareer Counselling and College Placements 
Team conducted a Workshop on Letters of 
Recommendationfor the entire teaching communityat 
Indus International School Puneand guided them on how to 
draft impactful Letters of recommendation. The session was 
well-received by everyone and sharing of best practices was 
observed.
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Career Counselling Department 

INDUS COLLEGE FAIR
Indus International School Pune is proud to inform that our 
College Fair, held on  22 August 2022 was a grand success 
with officials from over 75 universities across the world, 
arriving on campus to network with our student body. 

It was an engaging day for both students and parents as 
they got to interact one-on-one with the representatives 
and gain the necessary information and exposure to take the 
next step towards their higher education. 

In our attempt to strengthen the Career Counselling 
community, we collaborated with the other Schools in Pune 
and extended the invitation to them. 

We look forward to organizing many more 
similar events in the future to guide our students 
and provide them with all possible opportunities 
and support in their journey of discovering the 
right career path and university fit. 

Our dedicated College Placement team works 
towards providing every Indus student from 
Grade 9 to 12, personalized counselling with 
regard to their career path, subject choice and 
University application process and this gives 
them an added advantage in ensuring a bright 
and successful future! 
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INDUS COLLEGE FAIR
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Education USA

The high school students of Indus International School Pune got the 
opportunity to meet with the leading 14 universities from the US as 
Education USA and the US Consulate group visited our campus. The 
students actively engaged with them to learn about the various 
undergraduate courses, scholarships, internships and co-ops that they 
offer.

Visiting Universities:

Iowa State University
University of Louisville College 

of Business

Roosevelt University
University of California, 

Riverside
Arizona State University New York Film Academy
Drake University The Ohio State University
University of California, 

Irvine

Indiana University Purdue 

University Indianapolis

Governors State University Eastern Michigan University

The University of Arizona University of Rochester

The DP students got an opportunity to 
interact with the top three liberal art 
colleges in the US on 11th Nov who 
conducted an informative session on 
Experiential Learning for students.

York College of Pennsylvania
Marymount Manhattan College
GoucherCollege 
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The Next Genius College Fair for Scholarships

IndusInternationalSchoolPunehostedthe Next
GeniusCollegeFairon 14th Sep2022. In the last
7 years, Next Genius partner colleges have
awardedscholarshipsworth $28 million, helping
234 students to pursue their undergraduate
education in the US. Our Grade 11 and 12
students got to interact directly with the
admissionofficersandenquireaboutscholarship
opportunities offered by 14 reputed liberal art
collegesin the US.

Our students benefitted greatly as they learnt
about the various undergraduateprograms as
well as clubs, sports and other facilities that
these collegeshave to offer. They had a very
fruitful interaction with the admissionofficers,
and we thank the Next GeniusFoundationfor
this amazingexposureoffered to our students.
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Participating Institutions:

Government of Ireland Education Roadshow 2022

The students and parents were invited to attend the Government 

of Ireland Education Roadshow 2022 on 20th Nov to meet with 

leading Irish Institutions and Universities.

Atlantic Technological University University of Galway

Dublin Business School South East Technological University

Dublin City University Technological University Dublin

Dundalk Institute of Technology Technological University of the Shannon: Midlands Midwest

Griffith College Trinity College Dublin

Maynooth University University College Cork

Munster Technological University University College Dublin

National College of Ireland University of Limerick
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AdmissionOfficialsfrom NewYorkUniversity,Universityof St. Andrews,Universityof Glasgow,KingsCollegeLondon
andSwissSchoolof Hospitalityvisitedour campusto learnmoreaboutour studentsandsharetheir valuableinsights
andtips on the applicationprocess. Theofficialsaddressedour Grade11 and12 Studentson varioustopicsincluding
Educationin UK,Switzerland,Admissionrequirementsandmost importantly how do they reviewan application. Our
studentsreceivedin depth informationabout the coursesthey offer.
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Session with Savannah College of Art and 
Design (SCAD)

Grade 9 and 10 Visual Art students at Indus
InternationalSchoolPunegot anopportunity to interact
with Ms KhushnamMirza from SavannahCollegeof Art
andDsign(SCAD),the Universityof CreativeCareers.

SCADwhich is at the forefront of art and design
education,is known for preparingtalented studentsfor
creative professions through engaged teaching and
learning in a positively oriented university
environment. They offer more than 100+ degree
programsandspecializationsin creativecareers.

We thankKhushnamMirza from SCADfor this insightful
session!!
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APU Ritsumeikan- University Visit for Grade 11 Students

Ms. IshanaMalkani,LƴŘƛŀΩǎRepresentative
for AsiaPacificUniversityRitsumeikanfrom
Japan visited our campus and shared
her presentation with our Grade 11
students. She spoke about the programs
offered, the application and selection
processand the generousscholarshipsthat
areawardedto deservingstudents.
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Temple University - USA
The University officials from Temple University, the only 
public research institution in Philadelphia met with the 
counseling team at Indus International School Pune and 
apprised them on the 160+ majors that they offer in 
various areas of Undergraduate studies. They elaborated 
on thethriving and diverse community for students 
where no opportunity is out of reach and updated on 
the new opportunities, advice on admissions tests, 
applications, funding etc.

University of British Columbia(UBC) - Canada
The International Student Advisors from the University of British 
Columbia, consistently rankedamong the top 20 public 
universities in the world met with the DP1 DP2 students to 
apprise them on their various Undergraduate programs and the 
latest updates related to the application process.
UBC is a global center for teaching, learning and research that 
embraces innovation and transforms ideas into action.The 
students got an opportunity to interact with the officials and get 
their expert adviseand practical tips for college applications.
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AshokaUniversity - India
Studentsof DP2 attended a sessionwith AshokaUniversity led by Ms Swati Razdanwho
introduced the endlessopportunities that AshokaUniversity provides in Liberal Arts and
Scienceeducationthat enablescritical thinking, complexproblem solvingand innovation for
impactandchange.
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University of St. Thomas ςUniversity Visit for Grade 12 Students

AdmissionOfficersfrom the Universityof St. Thomas,Minnesotavisited our campusand met with our
Grade12 students. Theyheld a commonsessionfor the entire cohort, followed by individualguidance
throughthe admissionprocessfor interestedstudents.

¦{¢ΩǎEngineeringProgramis ranked #39 in the United
States. Their Schulze School of Entrepreneurship is
ranked #23 in the country, #1 in Minnesota. USToffers
personalized attention to help students grow
academicallyand personally by providing small class
sizes, on-campus living, access to 120+ clubs and
organizations,and a full-time StudentSuccessManager.
Each international student is automatically considered
for a merit-based scholarship upon review of the
application.
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University Visits

Australia

Monash University
University of Western Australia
Torrens University Australia

Canada

University of British Columbia

University of Waterloo

France
IESEG School of Management 
Sciences Po
Sorbonne University  (Abu Dhabi campus)

India
Ashoka University
Sai University

Shiv Nadar University
UID
VijayBhoomiUniversity

Ireland

University of Galway
University of Limerick

Japan

AsiaPacificUniversityRitsumeikan
Tokyo International University

Singapore

Nanyang Technological University (NTU)

UK

Kings College London

Queens University Belfast

University of  Greenwich
University of St. Andrews and University of Glasgow
Hult International Business School
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University Visits

USA

Arizona State University

DePaul University, Chicago

Drake University

Eastern Michigan University

Foothill + De Anza Colleges, California

Goucher College

Governors State University

Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis

Iowa State University

George Mason University, Virginia

Marymount Manhattan College 

New York Film Academy

New York University - NYC & Abu Dhabi

Roosevelt University

Temple University

The Ohio State University

The University of Arizona

University of California, Irvine

University of California, Riverside

University of California-Santa Cruz, California

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (UIUC)

University of Louisville College of Business

University of Rochester

University of Southern California

University St. Thomas Minnesota 

Xavier University

York College of Pennsylvania
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SPECIAL VR SESSION BY UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN (UCD):

Prof. EleniManginafrom University College Dublin, School of 

Computer Science introduced our DP2 students to an 

augmented reality educational application (AreteShowcase 

App and MirqageXR) on 26th August. 

It was a an engaging and informative class, with all students 

gaining hands on experience as they operated and interacted 

with the VR devices and apps. We thank Prof. Elenifor taking 

the time out from her busy schedule and delivering such an 

exciting and interactive session for our students. 

We plan to arrange such interactions with the University 

professors and skill building workshops which will help our 

students to gain exposure in their subject of interest.
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